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THE FORGOTTEN RUINS OF INDO-CHINA

The Most Profusely and Richly Carved Group of Buildings
in the World
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UTSIDE of the Siamese and
O Cambodians, very few people
have heard of Angkor, or know
that such a nation as the Khmers ever
lived, conquered, worked, and perished
from the face of the earth. In America,
even now it is doubtful if there are many
who have heard of Angkor Tom and
Angkor Wat, so completely have these
splendid ruins been hidden in the Cam-
bodian jungle and kept from civilization
by natural barriers.

Up to recent years not many travelers
ever visited Angkor, and some of those
who did never returned to tell the story,
for the country has been from time im-
memorial inhospitable to strangers. [t is
said that the Romans sent an envoy in
the time of its greatest activity. The
Chinese have from time to time sent en-
voys and made treaties, and have left
the earliest descriptions so far discov-
ered and deciphered. Marco Polo men-
tioned the place, but did not see it.

The Dutch, in the 16th century, sent
an ambassador and the natives assassi-
nated him. Later the Portuguese and
Spanish visited them; but the country
remained a mysterious and forbidden
land, the thrall of Siam for many years.
Then the French came, in the middle of

the last century, and the geographical
limits of the protectorate of Cambodia
have been but recently defined.

During the long centuries of their 1so-
lation and seclusion, these buildings have
remained in an unusual state of preser-
vation. And still they keep their secret,
in spite of all the books and treatises that
have been written, for the language of
their builders is undeciphered. But if
the mystery of their origin appeals to
the imagination and spurs the archeolo-
gist to solve their riddle, the artist and
the architect will be no less interested
when the beauty of their structure and
decorative detail are laid before them;
and these, fortunately, need no inter-
preter.

There are no roads to Angkor—none
but a wretched bullock-cart road, begin-
ning at the river, some three or four
mlles away, and ending at the ruins.
From the outside world there 1s no feasi-
ble means of approach except by water,
and this is attended with some difficulty.
An effective barrier is stretched across
the way in the shape of a shallow lake.
At the close of the rainy season, say
from October 15 to December 15, this
lake is deep enough to be navigable by
steamboats. Under favorable conditions
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THE FORGOTTEN RUINS OF INDO-CHINA

this period may be extended two weeks
earlier or two weeks later, but one is
liable to be disappointed if he attempts
the journey outside of these dates, and
outside of the three months indicated it
is utterly impracticable.

A trip anywhere must have a begin-
ning, and this begins at Saigon, the capi-
tal of Cochin China, in the southeastern
corner of the Asiatic mainland, because
Saigon is the nearest practicable seaport.
There are no hotels at Angkor, nor any
place nor any people to provide you food
or lodging. A rest-house is there, con-
sisting of roof, floor, and walls, and that
1s all.

And that is why I started for the ruins
one morning early in December with a
steamer-trunk full of tropical clothing, a
steamer-rug, a camp-bed, a Cambodian
mattress (splendid thing for comfort), a
supply of provisions, and a Chinese cook.
A railroad journey of 44 miles brought
me to the end of the line at Mytho.
From this point the journey is up the
broad Mekong River by steamboat for
the next 24 hours; and you are not sorry
when it is ended, either, for the accom-
modations are anything tut luxurious.

The Mekong is one of the world’s
greatest streams ; it is the one great river
of the peninsula of Indo-China. If you
follow it up far enough, you will find its
headwaters not far from the great cen-
tral plateau of Asia. In its middle course
it is a magnificent stream, and in its
lower it is another Mississippi delta,
spreading out over and embracing the
broad, flat plain it has created, and reach-
ing the sea at last through a number of
bayous and passes. A few years ago the
crocodile and rhinoceros frequented its
banks, but these have now retreated far-
ther up-stream.

A sheet of yellow water a mile or so
wide, fringed with cocoanut and arica
palms; some banyans, bananas, and a
tangle of liana vines; an occasional bird
or two ; a native sampan, a Chinese junk;
patches of rice and acres of swamp land;
no hills in sight t5 relieve the monot-
ony—such is the vista of the first day’s
journey, which lands you at Pnom Penh,
the modern capital of Cambodia.

An attractive little place is Pnom
Penh, with well-paved streets—it takes
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the French to make good roads and keep
them good—a gentle monsoon to cool the
air; a few characteristic buildings of the
Cambodian royalty, suggesting “a gen-
eral flavor of mild decay”; a pagoda
with a silver-plated floor and an absent-
minded looking Buddha made out of
glass, attended by a priestess clad in gold
and glittering with diamonds; a “library”
without a book in it; processions of
Buddhist priests in bright yellow robes;
natives in bright-colored silks and cot-
tons; and, above all, the “Pnom” itself,
a structure erected as a monument and
possessing some lines of beauty that
more than atone for its grotesque fea-
tures,

His Majesty King Sisowath appears
to have an easy, comfortable time of it,
and that is the greatest desideratum to a
sovereign whose sway is in the tropics.
He is surrounded by a numerous entour-
age,; he has his ministers and all sorts of
supernumeraries, and can go through the
motions of governing, draw his pay for
it right royally, and still be free from
any distressing consequences and annoy-
ing details. His minister of war has
charge of his elephants, used now in his
military parades rather than for warlike
purposes.

The story goes that a few years ago,
like any up-to-date sovereign, he felt the
need of a navy for his admiral to com-
mand. A dismantled cruiser was kindly
furnished him by the protectorate, and
his majesty proceeded to pay a visit to
the King of Annam. Returning from
the visit, the whole royal party took to
sampans, such as they had always been
acquainted with, and the discredited
cruiser was reduced to tugboat duty,
and so returned to Pnom Penh convoy-
ing a whole fleet of sampans.

It is startling to hear a group of Cam-
bodians talking and laughing together,
especially after one has grown accus-
tomed to the sound of Annamite and
Chinese voices. The latter, being mono-
syllabic and tonal, cannot change the
quality of tone without at the same time
changing the meaning of the word,
whereas European languages can modu-
late the tone at will, and are thus more
flexible and expressive of feeling. When
you hear the hum of Cambodian voices



Dieulefils Collection

ROYAL PAGODA WITH SILVER FLOOR, AT PNOM PENZI

This building stands within the palace grounds of King Sisowath, and, like all the more recent architecture of Cambodia, it shows

Siamese influence




A[ruey S1y JO SIaqAlU JO 10 1OUOP U} JO €IYSE DU} SA1031 0} pouSisop aa1e epoled siy} jo SIAUIOD
oyl e sprueadd oy, CBUBAIIN JO pIemol dwealdns IRy} uleS pue BYpphg }O S99 9y} ul LW axmbore snyl AdyJ, SIUI I
sjuLWInUOW SuIp[il( 0} 2UNIIOY IR} JO 3ied B 930A9p SOLIBNUSIP pue ‘sadund ‘ssury] ‘uo131sodwod Ay} Ul Pasni aIe [PIYM JO suol}
-10d ‘SI0M JuonUE oy} UM 309dsaI SIy} Ul Sunserjuod A[Suols 93se) peq AI19A JO UOHBLSH[I PO0S B SI judwnuow SIyfJ,

HNHAId WONd IV ‘WOdOJON ONIM HLV'I AHL O VdOoOVd

UOI1I9[0D) SIY:[NI(]




SUIBIUOD JI SOISE 9SOUM 9zUO( dY3 JO A}oues o1} SIJLJNPUl quio} 10 pruwesdd ay Jo 9zIs oqf,

IWOQONON ONIM J0 VA0DVd AHL [V ‘(SLSAI¥d) SHZNOd HHL J0 STINOL

(214)



ANNUAL REGATTA

AT PNOM PENH

The racing boats, or pirogues, resemble those shown in the bas-reliefs at Angkor, and
are propelled, not by means of oars, but by vessels held in the hands of the rowers resembling

shallow wash-bowls.

you realize the difference at once, and
you look into those faces again, half ex-
pecting them to look familiar—but they
don't.

No; these people are at the meeting-
place of the Aryan and Mongolian civili-
zations. Their language, religion, their
entire civilization, is derived from the
Hindu; but what races they themselves
are derived from it would probably take
a long time to enumerate, if one knew
them.

At Pnom Penh we leave the Mekong
and continue up one of its tributaries.
It is really a tributary now, for the water
is pouring down in a swift current from
the lake, Tonle Sap, though a few months
later it will be pouring the other way.
Soon the scenery changes; the stream
broadens, hills begin to appear on the
horizon. We reach the village of Kom-
pong Chnang.

We are told that Kompong signifies
anchorage, and, looking at the map, we
see that most of the villages are so desig-
nated., What does this mean? Why, it

means that the villages are anchored, to
be sure; for look at this one. Kompong
Chnang is a floating village ; not a lot of
sampans fastened together and moving
about, as they do at Canton, but houses—
rather substantial looking, too—built,
some of them, in European fashion and
mounted on piles of bamboo laid flat in
the water. The bamboo is a series of
water-tight compartments joined end to
end, and it floats like a straw. Over yon-
der 1s what appears to be a bridge, begin-
ning somewhere right in the midst of the
water and running off into the distance,
probably searching for solid ground,
which 1s pretty hard to find in this re-
gion.

Meanwhile the houses are all nodding
and bowing to each other in pleasant,
neighborly fashion, for all the world like
the citizens of Saigon when driving on
the Tour d’Inspection; and so we leave
them.

Night descends as we enter the lake
and steer toward the opposite end. Tts
waters are rapidly receding, and in a few

(215)
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CAMBODIAN TYPES, MOSTLY WOMEN

Note the sarong (skirt), modified in the Siamese fashion into something like trousers, and worn
by both sexes

o

Dietleﬁls Collection
DANCERS OF THE ROYAL PALACE
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THE FORGOTTEN RUINS OF INDO-CHINA

more weeks it will be
too shallow for even a
sampan to navigate,
though at its maximum
season it has a depth of
20 meters. Seventy
miles it is in length and
20 miles across, and a
smooth and beautiful
sheet to look at now;
yet at the beginning of
the rainy season 1t 18
only so many square
miles of mud. At mid-
night we reach a point
on the coast opposite the
mouth of a little stream
—_at least, we are told
thatithere is a stream
there. All that one sees
1s the surface of the
lake; a line of trees
half of a mile away, ap-
parently marking the
shore, and the sampans
ordered in advance
waiting to take you to
land; for this is where
you leave the steamer
and begin to depend
upon your own supplies.

By one o'clock bag
and baggage, including
“Van,” the indispensable
Chinese cook, was trans-

ferred to the sampan
and the two Cam-
bodians rowed toward

the line of trees. These
showed at one point a
narrow opening, and I
now saw that the reason
I did not see the little
stream at first was be-
cause it was several feet beneath the
surface of the lake. I discovered, too,
that the line of trees was not the shore,
but the edge of a submerged forest, and
that there were five hours of rowing be-
fore we reached the little village of
Siem Reap, where the bullock carts were
waiting to continue the journey (p.220).

It is a trip not soon to be forgotten,
this voyage from midnight to morning
through a submerged forest, with a full
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CAMBODIAN MOTHER WITH INFANT

As every traveler knows, this is the method of carrying a child

used throughout the Orient

moon directly overhead in a clear sky.
Once inside the outer line of trees, taller
and stronger than their fellows, the ordi-
nary forest features were reproduced—
glades and clumps of trees, but the
watery way everywhere. The rounded
tops of the larger ones reached but 10
or i5 feet above the water, but they
brandished their harsh and rustling foli-
age triumphantly. The smaller ones,
still submerged, with no foliage to boast
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Dieulefils Collection
ROAD THROUGH CAMBODIAN FOREST

In the distance are the smooth, bare trunks of the flamboyant tree, or “flame of the
forest.” Other trees of this region are the teak, dipterocarpus, kapok, sao, tamarind, etc.
The bullock cart in the foreground is the kind in common use. In the trees alongside every
road are hundreds of monkeys. These animals are never harassed by the Cambodians, who
have an almost religious respect for them. The monkeys pay no attention to passersby.



Dieulefils Collection

THE DANCES MOST POPULAR WITH THE KINGS OF CAMBODIA REPRESENT EPISODES
IN THEIR HISTORY OR MYTHOIOGICAI, SCENES FROM THE RAMAYANA

This picture represents the monkeys fighting the giant. Note the interested spectators in the
background
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Dieulefils Collection
; BONZES (PRIESTS) VISITING THE VILLAGE TO RECEIVE ALMS

FEvery day the priests of the convent assemble and then visit the villages which support
them. They are accompanied by the children of the most prominent men, who consider it an
honor to wait upon the bonzes and to carry the basket in which the gifts, mainly rice, are
deposited. All Cambodian boys must serve for a certain period, at least three months, in
the convents of the bonzes.
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Angkor Tom, the capital city, and Angkor Wat, the temple, far outweigh in importance
all the other ruins. However, at Loley, Me-Baune, Kompong-Chnang, Beng-Mealea, Bakong,
and elsewhere there exist architectural and sculptural remains well worth noticing, as shown
in a few illustrations herein presented. ‘The writer desires to acknowledge his indebtedness
for the illustrations almost wholly to two collections: Dieulefils, in which the architectural
view predominates, and Fournereau, where decorative detail is best shown.

of, rasped against the sides of the sam-
pan like a drowning thing struggling for
the surface, and threatening to capsize
the boat.

It was a scene of weird and fantastic
beauty, with the triumph of the trees as

its dominant note. With only a few short
months during the dry season when they
could be entirely above water, they were
courageously invading the sea, adapting
themselves to their novel situation and
waiting for it to become dry land.

(225)
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THE FORGOTTEN RUINS OF INDO-CHINA

And it will become dry land eventu-
ally. By daylight one can see for many
miles the summit of Pnom Crom, situ-
ated on the very margin of the lake,
utterly destitute of trees, its brown sides
fissured with deep gullies and looking
very much like an enormous sugar-loaf
slowly dissolving. ILooking about the
country one may see other “pnoms,”
or eminences, likewise melting into the
lake; so the day of the triumph of the
trees is at hand.

These causes afford some solid basis
of fact for the Cambodian fish stories,
for the lake is undoubtedly a natural fish
trap. As its waters recede, at the end
of the dry season, the fish must needs
crowd up into the shallow little streams
that feed it. A few crumbs of bread
thrown upon the water brought swarms
of minnows around the sampan ; but this
also brought such grunts and whines of
disapproval from the Cambodian oars-
men, to see good bread squandered on
fishes, that the remainder of the loaf
went to them.

They even laid aside their home-made
cigarettes while they ravenously de-
voured the dry bread. T offered each
of them a cigar with a colored paper
label around it. The poor fellows re-
moved their hats, tucked them under
their arms, and advanced reverently
with bowed heads and extended palms.
Excess of gratitude could do no more.

It was broad daylight when I reached
Siem Reap, after rowing and poling the
boat for five hours through mud, water,
and mosquitoes ; then an hour and a half
of jolting in a bullock cart, and there
through the trees were the towers of the
temple of Angkor Wat.

The first glimpse one gets of the ruins
is when a rounded tower appears through
the trees a mile or so distant, just a mo-
ment, and then no more till you are there.
It is Angkor Wat, the most recent, the
best preserved, the most classic and or-
nate of them all, though not the largest.
There are many others scattered about
this wide plain, including Angkor Tom,
only a mile away ; but these are all ruins,
indeed, while the wat might still be
called a building.

Standing in front of the temple grounds
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(the word wat means a temple), you see
a moat some 30 rods wide surrounding
the premises like a medieval castle, and
crossed by a stone causeway leading to
the main entrance. This entrance is
itself a massive tower, flanked by two
others only a little smaller, set in the
inclosing wall. The whole inclosure is
Qoo by 1,000 meters, and its area is
therefore 176 acres. Passing through
the entrance, you see the elevated stone
causeway, flanked by several small tem-
ples, leading up to the wat in the dis-
tance.

At a distance you get the effect of
lateral magnitude only, for the entire

_ structure or group of structures is sitting

flat on a level plain, unaspiring and al-
most uninspiring. Had it been placed
upon an eminence, and there 1s one not
many rods away—but what's the use?
The builders no doubt had their reasons,
and they can’t give them now.

It is not a little surprising, however,
to look at the central tower and hear
that'it .iscactually 65 meters, 213  feet,
from its summit to the level of the plain.

It is not till one enters the galleries
and begins to measure distances rela-
tively therefrom that the grandeur and
impressiveness of the conception begins
to make itself felt. Those same rounded
towers now spring aloft, and the inner
temple itself is raised above a surround-
ing gallery, which is in turn terraced
above an outer and surrounding gallery,
till the roof of the latter is on a level
with the base of the former. These two
encompassing galleries and the cruciform
temple building proper within them are
the main details in the ground plan of
the wat.

The material used throughout in the
construction 1is a grayish sandstone
which the French call “grés.” It much
resembles marble in closeness and fine-
ness of grain, and it stands weathering
admirably. Where portions of the deco-
rative detail had been affectionately ca-
ressed and stroked by admiring hands,
the stone is as smooth as polished marble.
The effect of the color is certainly as
somber as could be conceived, and to see
it in ruins is painfully suggestive of the
grayness of death.
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Dieulefils Collection

STAIRWAY LEADING TO THE SANCTUARY OF THE CENTRAI, TOWER: ANGKOR WAT

It is twelve meters (40 feet) from bottom to top of stairway. The steps are unusually

high and very narrow, so that climbing them is not only difficult but dangerous.

Note the

four carved figures in the left foreground and the delicate tracery carved above them. Almost
every square foot, outside and inside, of this temple bears some exquisite design, carved in

stone.

And all of these tons upon tons of
stone were brought from Pnom Coulen,
nearly 19 miles away. How, overland?
Impossible. If that submerged forest
could tell its own history we should
probably hear of a time when both Pnom
Coulen and Angkor were situated upon
the margin of Tonle Sap and the stone-
barges went to and fro between them.
But that triumphant forest, having driven
back the sea, has made a malarial marsh

near the ruins which is simply one of
its weapons offensive.

Cambodians, of course, can stand it,
and the flimsy shacks of the bonzes are
clustered about the base of the wat to-
day, keeping up the tradition of its origin
as a Buddhist monastery. The droning
of their voices sounds almost constantly
on the hot, drowsy air, as they read and
study aloud.

It is little heed they pay to the ever-

(231)
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Dieulefils Collection

WAT

KOR

G
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Y
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DOORWAY

Above are to be seen the coils of the naga (serpent) inclosing about fifty of the heroes of the

ayana

Ram
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SOME CAMBODIAN BONZES ON PIL

They come in their long yellow
droning of their voices as they read
of the place.

Dieulefils Collection
GRIMAGE TO THE GREAT TEMPLE OF ANGKOR WAT

robes from all Siam and Cambodia, and the monctonous
aloud increases rather than diminishes the lonesomeness

(235)
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35 Dieulefils Collection
ANOTHER VIEW OF THE SMALI, TEMPLE
Note the richness of carving extending to the very top of the building

e
(237)
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Dieulefils Collection

AND LINTEL, ALIL, SHOWING THE USUAL WEALTH OF
CARVED STONE: ANGKOR WAT

Every foot of the outer and inner walls of the galleries on every floor are richly deco-

PILASTERS, DEMI-VAULT,

rated. Divine figures or tevadas abound. Most of these feminine figures are of superb
expression and grace. Their rich head-dress is ornamented with jewels, the neck is decorated
with necklaces, and the arms and ankles ornamented with richly carved bracelets. Many of
the images are polished with the touch of generaticns of pilgrims (see also page 249)

(240)
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THE SAME KIND OF SITUATION SIMILARLY TREATED

The gates to the cloister in the central tower, where the Buddhist divinities are invoked
every day, are decorated with pilasters, richly carved. Divine persons, the tevadas, carrying
in their hands the lotus flower, are the most common images (see also page 249)
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Fournereau Collection

A PORTION OF THE CARVED WOODEN CEILING OF THE GALLERIES

Its principal purpose was

to conceal the corbel arch, which was not intended to be ornamental,
Only a few pieces of this ceiling remain

(243)
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Fournereau Collection

ENTABLATURE IN THE CRUCIFORM GALLERY OF THE TEMPLE AT ANGKOR WAT,
SHOWING THE FAMILIAR “HEAVENLY DANCERS,” THE RICH DECORATIONS
ABOVE, AND A PORTION OF THE WOODEN CEILING (SEE PAGE 243)

(245)
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wakeful plants, the grasses, shrubs, and
trees that are constantly at work prymg
at the foundation stones and swaying
the columns. Already there are piles of
broken stone at the base of the walls,
like the talus at the foot of a cliff, the
outer decorations and unessential parts.
The halls and corridors are in the main
intact and need little more than cleaning
to be made habitable. No wonder that
with only the bonzes to look after the
wat it has long ago been given up to bats
and pigeons and filth—and silence.
a silence so lonesome and deathlike in
its isolation that one shudders in turning
a corner to find himself confronted by
a stony Buddha with uplifted hands, as
if imploring him not to disturb the re-
pose of the centuries.

If the mass of the structure is impres-
sive, the amount of decorative work done
upon it, to speak only quantitatively, is
still more so. Inside and outside, and
from top to bottom, it is a mass of carv-
ing in stone. A few blank spaces are to
be found about the building, and these

Ttiis ™

Fournereau Collection

ANOTHER PORTION OF THE FRIEZE IN THE SAME TEMPLE. ANGKOR WAT

are generally in the main temple, re-
served for the work of the greater artists
who never came. Both the encircling
galleries consist of a row of square col-
umns on the outer side, an arch en cor-
beille above, and an inner wall with an
entablature for the whole colonnade.
And everything is decorated—the four
flat faces of the columns, the walls,
the entablature, and the wooden ceiling
which formerly rested upon it, conceal-
ing the arch which is unornamented.
Around the base of the structure is a
colonnade of clustered columns, which
may have been added as an afterthought
some centuries later. These much re-
semble the clustered columns of Moorish
architecture, except that the channeling
is not deep; and, furthermore, the capi-
tal much resembles the Byzantine. Dut
for the rest, you see the square column

‘everywhere, the same dimensions from

top to bottom; long rows of them in
the galleries, a cruciform colonnade of
them on the terrace, or modified into
pilasters when adjacent to doorways.

(247)
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Fournereau Collection

JUST A PIECE OF STONE TRACERY AT FRAGMENT OF ONE OF THEF ANGLES O A
ANGKOR THOM LITTLE TOWER AT PIMEAN-ACAS

In the picture on the 1'ight, as in all of the work of these people, the treatment of the human |
form is much inferior to that of the ornamental detail to be seen on every side |

(248)



The best specimens of
the decorative art of Ang-
kor are to be found upon
these columns, especially
those in the form of
pilasters with the lintel
above them. Indeed, it is
doubtful if at its best it
can be surpassed—Iet us
say often surpassed, to be
very careful—by the best
that can be shown from
classic remains. Just a
few inches from the bot-
tom is usually to be found
a bearded Buddha, and
above, a tracery in stone,
the pattern of which is as
delicate and graceful as
fine embroidery.

The grotesque is some-
times employed on the ex-
terior in the form of a
modified facade, or pedi-
ment, over an entrance,
the motif being sometimes
a dancing figure, or more
often an entanglement of
monkeys. It is to be
remembered that these
decorative designs liter-
ally “crowd the canvas,”
with an evident purpose
to leave no visible space
unadorned. True, many
of the designs ‘are re-
peated over and over, but
the number and variety
are nevertheless amazing.

Probably the most in-
teresting of all the deco-
rations is the several series
of bas-reliefs, which are
first in the matter of
quantity. Here is a par-
tial summary of the pro-
cessional bas - reliefs of
this one structure:

1. Battle between men
and monkeys—a favorite
theme—160 feet long.

2. Battle between Hin-
dus and unknown ene-
mies, 160 feet long.

3. Hunting procession,
324 feet long.

4. Three more battle
processionals, 171, 219,
and 300 feet, respectively.

Fournereau Collection
A QUEEN WITH FIVE TIARAS: WALIL DECORATION IN
THE CENTRAL TOWER: ANGKOR WAT
These are the principal decorative figures in the most con-

spicuous parts of the temple. The feet had to be put on some-
how, so the sculptor turned them sideways (see page 240).




Fournereau Collection
A PORTION OF THE ENTABLATURE IN THE TEMPLE AT ANGKOR WAT,
SHOWING GREAT RICHNESS OF ORNAMENTAI, DETAIL
There are seven hands of designs separated by narrow ribbons scarcely less orna-

mental. These bands appear to be conventional yellow pond lilies, which abound in
that locality, and two are lotus-leaf designs, all carved in stone.

(250)




Fournereau Collection

A BEAUTIFUL PIECE OF LACEWORK IN STONE

A part of the entablature, with the top of the supporting pillgr, in the gallery of the
central tower. The grotesqueness of the dragon heads, refined and interwoven with the finer
lines, is characteristic of the whole work.

(
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Fournereau Collection.

FALSE DOOR IN ONE OF THE TOWERS AT BAKONG, CARVED IN STONE

(255)
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Fournereau Collection

ONE OF THE FIFTY-THREE TOWERS-IN THE STRUCTURE KNOWN AS THE BAYON

Showing the enormous Buddha faces looking toward the four cardinal points of the
compass. Not only-in the 53 towers, but in many other parts of this ruin, these same faces are
DDIGH)

found. Every one of the 53 towers had four of these faces (see page 271 and map, page 225

(250)
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Fournereau Collection

MASSIVE PORTAL : PART OF RUINS AT KOMPONG-CHNANG ON THE MEKONG

One of the many places about the plains of Cambodia where the Khmers left their mark
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ANGKOR WAT (SEE PAGE 2067)

PROCESSION BRINGING THE NAGA, OR SEVEN-HEADED COBRA




Fournereau Collection

PORTION OF ONE OF THE BAS-RELIEFS REPRESENTING A PRINCE IN HIS HOUSE SUR-
ROUNDED BY WOMEN : ANGKOR WAT

Just below this bas-relief is one showing in a long series of illustrations the different
kinds of punishment inflicted. They are gruesome enough to satisfy the most cruel disposi-

tion (see page 271).

(263)
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Fournereau Collection

EXPLOIT OF HANAMUNT, KING OF THE MONKEYS: ANGKOR WAT

By means of his great strength he is able to seize two dragons, holding them in a position
where they are powerless, and strangle them by wrapping his legs around them

5. Procession of the 7-headed snake,
Naga, 126 feet long.

6. Procession of Paradise and Purga-
tory; length undetermined; at least 160
feet long.

It is in these processional bas-reliefs
that the life of the builders, the drama
of their existence, comes to the surface,

if it comes at all. In the battle reliefs,
particularly, there is variety of subject
and detail, and the sculptor tells more
to the beholder of the present than he
ever intended. You see unknown armies
meeting, some with Hindu head-dresses,
but a great variety of others, including
not a few Greek helmets.

(267)



ANOTHER DETAIL IN THE COMBATS OF THE RAMAYANA: ANGKOR WAT

Both sides are armed with spear,
shield, cuirass, and war-club. The lead-
ers and commanders are armed with
swords, bows, and arrows, and are pro-
tected from the sun even in battle by
enormous umbrellas. They ride upon
elephants, horses, oxen, rhinoceroses,
ostriches, deer, and, as if this were not

enough, fabulous monsters the work of
the artistic imagination.

One would suppose this to be legend
rather than history; yet there is the
coupe-coupe, still used by the natives for
beheading criminals, and there 1s the
identical pattern of the bullock cart in
which T rode over in the morning. still

(268)
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Fournereau Collection

BATTLE BETWEEN MEN AND MONKEYS: ANGKOR WAT

center of the combat, where the opposing forces are joined. The
telee that there is no background left. This is the best

The part here represented is no more than 10 feet in
han 1,000 figures of men and monkeys, and, like all the

This represents the
antagonists are so crowded in the n
of the bas-reliefs, and is 160 feet long.
width. The panorama contains more t
bas-reliefs, is carved in stone.
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THE FORGOTTEN RUINS OF INDO-CHINA

usea as an instrument of torture. That
is convincing. This must be history.

The bas-reliefs on the front of the
building are by far the best. They are
detailed and developed quite conscien-
tiously as they understood things, and
are marked by considerable animation.
In two respects they are notably defi-
cient, namely, in the treatment of the
eyes and the feet. Whole rows and hun-
dreds of rows of men with eyes just
alike—not a particle of expression. And
then the feet—was there ever a race
of sculptors that didn't have trouble
with the feet? In this case everything
seems to have been tried by turns, by
different workmen, no doubt, and you
will see a yard or two of procession
where the bottoms of the feet are turned
outward toward the spectator, though
the artist meant you should regard them
as the tops instead; then again a front
view of the men and side view of their
feet. Yes, the feet are as ancient as
primitive Greek or Egyptian.

The processional Telief of Paradise
and Purgatory is, in fact, a triple pro-
cessional extending along the wall in
parallel order. In the lower, human in-
genuity 1s taxed to invent punishments
terrible enough to satisfy; and it is inter-
esting to note that a great many of these
were rubbed smooth and shining by the
hands of the present day. The paradise
relief is really double, with the moder-
ately happy people in the lower and the
superlatively blessed sitting up above in
little alcoves, which look for all the world
like proscenium boxes at a theater.

One very interesting feature of the
hunting processional is that the kings
and other great ones are each honored
with an inscription, doubtless his name
and rank. So absolutely new and un-
known 1s all this that not a word has
been deciphered. Many of the columns
of the inner temple are covered with in-
scriptions, all awaiting the translator.

Angkor Tom is three and one-half by
four kilometers, or five and four-tenths
square miles, in extent; that is to say,
over 19 times the size of Angkor Wat.
It is likewise surrounded by a wall,
which is pierced by imposing gateways.
Its principal ruins are the Bayon, the
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Bapuon, and the Pimean Acas, with nu-
merous indistinguishable ruins within its
inclosures.

The bayon alone—with its 53 towers,
each with four Buddha faces looking
toward the four cardinal points of the
compass—was probably as large as the
wat. Conjecture says that this was the
royal treasury, and already cupidity has
been busy in a vain search for the sup-
posed treasures. l.ofty trees reach high
in the air above these ruins, and the
monkeys and squirrels gambol in their
tops undisturbed. Pimean Acas is a
quadrilateral pyramid of colossal propor-
tions, but of forbidding appearance in
its present state; thouch like all the
others, it yields beautiful works in stone.

Who built these ruins, and when did
they build them?

We have already said that the Khmers
built them; but who they were, where
they came from, when and why they
built, and, finally, why they disappeared,
nobody is yet able to answer with cer-
tainty. Tradition in the person of an
alleged Chinese historian says that a
powerful ruler once emigrated from
India with all his followers to escape a
still more powerful ruler; that he subju-
gated the people he found here and put
them to work erecting these enormous
edifices of stone.

But there are inscriptions to be mas-
tered, which will be done some day, and
then we shall know more about the
subject. ‘The letters closely resemble
those of tiie Siamese and the modern
Cambodian, and the work of decipher-
ing may not be dithcult.

Incidentally it may be remarked that
the features of the men in the bas-reliefs
resemble in some respects those of the
Cambodians cf the present day, and it
1s not improbable that the key to the past
lies hidden in their monasteries. At
present the safest guess as to the date
of building is as follows:

For Angkor Tom, the oth century
A. D., or during the reign of Alfred the
Great in England. For Angkor Wat, the
12th century, or 100 years after the
Norman Conquest.

There are those who venture to par-
ticularize far enough to say that in the
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fourth century B. C., a young prince of
Delhi made war upon his father for the
partition of his kingdom, was defeated
and banished with thousands of his
followers. They journeyed eastward,
crossed the Ganges, the Irriwaddy and
the Meinam, but did not cross the Me-
kong; for here they found primitive
tribes whom they easily subdued. Here
they established the kingdom of Cam-
bodia, reduced the Siamese, the Anna-
mites and all the tribes of the peninsula
of Indo-China to subjection, and became
very rich and powerful. In the course
of the centuries, they built several capi-
tals in different parts of their domin-

ions, of which Angkor Thom is the
largest. The Chinese historian, above
referred to, visited them in the thir-
teenth century, just before, as alleged,
they were overthrown by the Siamese
and Annamites. The account he gives of
their wealth and splendor is well nigh
unbelievable ; yet their sources of wealth
were extraordinary, including as they did
the tribute of the subdued tribes, the
great fertility of the soil, and the ruby
mines of Battamberg, which are still in
operation. Could this have been the
fabled wealth of India which tempted
Columbus to venture westward, and
quite incidentally discover a new world?

THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

HE, seventh annual banquet of
I the National Geographic Society,
on January 206, was the largest
and most enthusiastic dinner in the his-
tory of the Society. Members were
present from all parts of the United
States. The special event of the even-
ing was the announcement of the elec-
tion of Mr. James Bryce, the British
Ambassador, as an honorary member
of the National Geographic Society, in
recognition of his personal contributions
to and interest in geographic science. A
unique feature of the menu were dates
grown in California, an account of which
1s given on page 291.
The program of speeches follows:

DR. HENRY GANNETT, PRESIDENT OF THE
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

Ladies and gentlemen of the National
Geographic Society: One year ago, when
I reported on the progress of the Soci-
ety, I stated that it contained #74,000
members. Tonight the Society contains
107,000 members. This great member-
ship enables it to be a very powerful
factor, especially in the matter of diffu-
sion of geographic knowledge, for which
purpose the Society publishes the Na-
TIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE. A year
ago it was said that the magazine was

just as good as it could be, but our mem-
bers think it has improved during the
year. Today the Society publishes other
works for the increase and diffusion of
geographic knowledge. During the past
year the Society has kept close watch of
the volcano at Bogoslof, a little volcano
which once or twice or three times a year
goes on a rampage.

We are fortunate tonight in the fact
that Dr. Graham Bell has consented to
act as toastmaster. As you know, he
was President of this Society for many
years, and it 1s largely due to his efforts
that the present prosperity of this Soci-
ety has come. I take great pleasure in
introducing to you Dr. Alexander Gra-
ham Bell.

THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY, BY
DR. ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL

My. President, ladies and genilemen
of the National Geographic Society: In
thanking you for the honor conferred
upon me by selecting me to preside over
this meeting as toastmaster, allow me to
congratulate President Gannett and the
National Geographic Society upon the
continued growth and prosperity of the
Society. Do you realize that this growth
and prosperity 1s unprecedented in the
history of the world? There has never





