About Jacqueline Kennedy’s visit to Cambodia in Nov 1967: Documents
ADB Reference Studies #JK-NS4 - 05/11/2021

1) TheVUVS}\’/Iedia and Jackie’s Visit: Between “Secret Mission” and Lovebird Trip
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Photoplay, June 1968, vol 73 issue 2. Kay Wendell wrote that “Jackie can and most likely will marry Lord Harlech”, preferring him over other
suitors such as John Spierling John Warnecke (architect of the JFK Memorial), or Spanish Ambassador to the Vatican Antonio Garrigues y Diaz
Cabanete.



2) The US Official Version on Jacqueline Kennedy’s 1967 Visit
Source: Pages from 60" Anniversary of USA-Cambodia Diplomatic Relations 1950-2010, Public Affairs Service of the US Embassy in Phnom Penh

(forewords by President Barack Obama and King Sihamoni of Cambodia)

* The Golden olden Era of Khmer film, music, and architecture

* 1962: Cambodia wins Preah Vihear case, represented by Dean
Acheson

* 1962, 1965 and 1969: Senator Mike Mansfield visits Cambodia

* 1965: Bilateral relations severed between the United States and
Cambodia

* 1967: Jacqueline Kennedy visits Cambodia

* 1969: The United States begins secret bombings in eastern Cambodia

* 1969: Relations restored
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Cambodia by Senator Mansfield, the Prince reaffirmed his conditions
for re-establishing bilateral ties: recognition of Cambodia’s boundaries, - Y K
compensation for lives lost, and an end to bombings and incursions in IBUmMEIRIigNies ﬂmmlﬁm[ﬁ?&ifjiﬁﬂﬁ 1
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During the break, Australia represented the United States in Phnom
Penh, while the French shared Cambodian views with Washington.
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Jacqueline Kennedy and Prince Norodom Sihanouk during a dinner at
Chamcar Mon Palace.

Mrs. Kennedy feeding the royal
elephants at the Royal Palace in
Phnom Penh.
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3) Jacqueline Kennedy’s Letter to Prince Sihanouk, 24 Feb. 1967: “Angkor, a childhood dream”

Source: Ambassador Julio Jeldres Archives
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4) The Official Programme for the 2-8 November 1967 Visit

Source: Ambassador Julio Jeldres Archive

“Princess Monique’s personal hairdresser and her manicure will be at Mrs Kennedy’s disposal.”

5) A Diplomatic Incident Avoided

Source: Australian Embassy Cablegram, Secret, 7 November 1967, NAA A1209 1967/7031 (Courtesy of Julio Jeldres)
Note: Australia was representing the US interests in Cambodia since the severing of diplomatic tiles between the two countries in May 1965
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FROM: DATED: 7TH NOVEMBER, 1967
1123 LT

A

AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY, REC'D: TTH NOVEMBER, 1967
PHNOM PENH. 123 LT

1021. SECRET. IMMEDIATE.

%

ADDRESSED CANBERRA 1021, REPEATED WASHINGTON 333.

WASHINGTON PLEASE PASS TEXT OF CABLE TO STATE DEPARTMENT
UNITED STATES.

BEGINS - SECRET FLASH., FLEASE PASS SECSTATE FOR AMBASSADOR
HARRIMAN AND SECRETARY MCNAMARA EXCLUSIVELY FROM FORRESTAL
NODIS.

I AM SENDING THIS FROM SIHANOUKVILLE JUST AFTER DEDICATION
CEREMONY. LAST NIGHT MRS KENNEDY READ ADVANCE COPY OF SPEECH N
PRINCE PROPOSED TO GIVE TODAY. IT CONTAINED ONE PARAGRAPH N
IMPLYING UNITED STATES POLICY IN VIETNAM MIGHT HAVE BEEN N
DIFFERENT HAD LATE PRESIDENT LIVED. WITH SOME DIFFICULTY SHE t
MANAGED TO GET WORD TO PRINCE IN PHNOM PENH REQUESTING DELETION. N
DESPITE LATENESS OF HOUR HE READILY AND VERY GRACIOUSLY AGREED. S

ORIGINAL TEXT OR OF MRS KENNEDY'S REQUEST. NEVERTHELESS IN CASE 8
OF ACCIDENT I FELT YOU WOULD WANT TO KNOW. YOU WILL UNDERSTAND
HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT NO WORD OF THIS GET BACK' }ERE FROM
ABROAD.

ENDS.
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MIN. & DEPT. E.A.
A P 7‘1‘H NOVEMBER, 1967
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National Archives uralia NAA: A1209, 1967/703R\



http://angkordatabase.asia/libs/docs/JK-visit-official-programme-Nov-1967.pdf#asset:5637
http://angkordatabase.asia/libs/docs/JK-visit-official-programme-Nov-1967.pdf#asset:5637

6) Prince Sihanouk’s Remarks About the Visit in the Khmer-language Media
Source: Indradevi Magazine, 2003, translated from Khmer by Angkor Database

“We gladly welcome Her Excellency, Kennedy, only because she is a remarkable woman, and we used to admire the beloved former
President, who was assassinated. It has been written that we used to be happy with the death of J.F. Kennedy, which is really wrong
(...) Question: "Would Your Majesty feel aggrieved if one day Her Excellency Kennedy remarried?" Answer: "Our policy is not to
interfere in the affairs of other countries. Therefore, it is not at all polite for us to be interested in the private life of her excellency
Kennedy. We would like to wish her nothing but happiness.”

7) 1967: Australia assesses the risk of US military involvement in Cambodia

Source: Briefing to the Prime Minister, Top Secret, 14 Dec. 1967, NAA A1209/1967/7301
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. TOP bn"‘\““ (177 ' © Americans went into Cambodia in cold blood." However Bundy's
later remarks on how the matter would be viewed in the United

Nations suggest that advice has not yet been sought from UN
experts. The United Nations has dealt rather harsiily with
notions of hot pursuit put forward in connection with the
Palestine and Kashmir disputes and the British have not had
TH: PRIME MINISTERg much joy of 1% in the Middle East.

THE PRIME )
The Immediate Risks of Possible United States Action.
Possible Types of Military Action Azainst V.C.

Usage of Cambodian Territory The immediate danger of hasty United States action

2 almost certainly arises from the authorisation already given
Eresent Authorisation to United States Forces to local commanding officers. If the impression "got around"

from Saigon that a wider discretion was now possible then a
serious incident could occur at any time. However, it is

f The present position is that, in emergency scituations, suggested that General Westmoreland might be most iikoly to
United Utates forces are authorised to take counter-action in relax discretion in the N.E. corner of Cambodia's Rattanakiri
exercise of the right of self defence against Viet Co ' Province, which is almost unpopulated except for some

attacks ‘from within Cambodia. An emergency situation is defined trivesmen (acting with the V.C,), and in the Central Highland

as a situation existing when, in the judgement of the areas which are mountainous and also sparsely populated. It
Commanding 0fficor, time does not permit obtaining prior might well be that the United States forces could make intrusions
approval for necessary action. This definition however of several miles into these areas without alerting security
apparently cove artillery and air strikes against firing forces. We would expect any early United States action to be
positions in Cambodia - which themselves require some kind of directed against these northern areas where the largest
communication to be .semt. IT.o authorisation also permits concentrations of V.C. forces are located. Air and artillery
Jo5e trooy while actually engaged, into attacks could accompany such action. Nevertheless Mr., Harriman
r preservation of the force. It is has expressed the fear that United States Forces could be
3 originally in mind in this authorisation drawn deeper into Cambodia and it is in these areas where the
ite caused by the sinmuousities of the V.C. could best retreat.
hich the demarcation is at many points in
The authorisation specifically forbids Rather less immediate would seem to be the risk that
of indigenous forcos, except in self defence, the United States will prepare to take action in "hot pursuit",
ir or artillery bombardment or ground force or "self help" (in view of Cambodia's inability to maintain ite
on villages and populated areas. Ihe most significant own territorial integrity), in the southern half of the Cambodian
is one which preserves for the Commanding border with South Vietnam. These border areas are well populated
he & etion to defend his. command against armed and fire fights with Cambodian units would probably result. There
111 means at his disposals have been up to a hundred or more Cambodian allegations of
frontier violations, some involving casualties, each year since
The "Hot pursuit" Issue. Y 1964 but none have involved direct confrontations with Cambodian
units so far as is known The only assurance we have at present
od Stetes has long been one of the very against action that might trigger direct unit confrontations is
rtained that "a right of hot pursuit" a statement by General Wheeler, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
existed a 1d frontier. It has often been excrcised Staff, that there will be no invasion of Cambodian territory and
against lMexico. wever 1t seems that General Cowles of that no action would be taken without consultation. The term
the Fentagon, in a reply to a question referred to him by invasion however seems to leave scope for military measures that
the Secretary of I 1ca, lr McNamara, has stated that it could leave the Cambodian response in real doubt.
would not be fitting to maintain hod pursuit as a legal right «
in South Vietnam. The status of tais reply, which is in a Information is now to hand that M.A.C.V. is well
classified document, cannot be determined and whether the advanced in targett preparations for targets up to a distance
Armed Services agree with it is also unknown. President of 32 kilometres inside the Cambodian border along its full
Thieu of South Vietnam has called for "hot pursuit" and so length and ordinance is available for action with or without
has Marshal Ky. Oeneral Westmoreland and ex President land operations. The level at which this information was passed,
Eisenhower have also spoken of it. The latest State Department however, is not stated and the targetting might be, as yet, no
cables certainly seem to imply that "hot pursuit" is very more than a contingency exercise. Nevertheless, it has been
much & live issue. Z2undy has said "If Americans had to follow reported that the most likely date for action would be after
Tet (29th/31st January).
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8) A 1969 Interview with Lord Harlech (William David Ormsby-Gore)

Source: recorded interview by Larry J. Hackman, August 27, 1969, John F. Kennedy Library Oral History Program.

9) A Visit In the Making Since 1966: the Role of Averell Harriman
Source: Kabul Times, 21 May 1968, vol. 7, no. 51.

The behind-the-scene genesis of Jacqueline Kennedy’s visit to Cambodia, according to reporters Bernard
and Marvin Kalb

10) CIA Memorandum to Henry Kissinger, Presidential Assistant for National Security Affairs
Source: CIA-RDPBOR01720P000600080058-1, 25 August 1970, signed Richard Helms, Director.

“...Despite the exaggerated claims of a Sihanouk who remains under Communist protection outside of Cambodia,
and the claims of communist propaganda, the bulk of Cambodia's population has rallied behind Lon Nol to
combat what the Cambodians clearly regard as outright foreign invasion by the Viethamese Communist forces
under Hanoi's command.”



http://angkordatabase.asia/libs/docs/The-Visit-of-H.E-Jacqueline-Kennedy-Indradevi-Magazine-KH-2003.pdf#asset:5642
http://angkordatabase.asia/libs/docs/lord-harlech-interview.pdf#asset:5638
http://angkordatabase.asia/libs/docs/Kabul-Times-May-21-1968-vo.-7-no.-51-headlines.pdf#asset:5643
http://angkordatabase.asia/libs/docs/cia-report-25-aug-1970.pdf#asset:5639
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