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NOTICES OF THE COAST OF CAMBODIA FROM KAMPOT To
CHENTABON.

By Captain G. D. BONNYMAN.

[A very interesting notice of the Port of Kampot, with direc-
tions for the Eastern channel, appeared in the number of this
journal for July last, (vol. v. p. 430) and we are again indebted
to Captain Bonnyman for some valuable information concerning
that locality. The Gulf of Siam has never been systematically
surveyed, and European intercourse with the east coast of the Gulf
having ceased for nearly a century before it was re-opened from
this port a few years ago, the coast line continues to be laid down
in modern charts fromn the tracings of early European navigators,
whose observations were made at the time when hydrographical
science was in its infancy. Intercourse with Siam and the eastern
side of the Gulf is rapidly increasing, no less than six square-
rigged vessels belonging to the Port of Singapore, of the aggre-
gate burthen of 1,036 tons, having arrived here with cargoes
direct from Kampot since Christmas, a period of less than three
months. The time has therefore arrived when commercial interests
require a systematic survey of the entire Gulf, but in the mean-
time navigators will gladly avail themselves of the information so
liberally tendered by Captain Bomnyman. Shortly after the
retarn of the Pantaloon to Kampot from the trip that is detailed
below, intelligence was received that a large ship, which had been
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i the Chinese emigrants on board, had arrived on the
:;?az;;d t;[:ythe south of Kamg;!)%t, where she had been abandoned.
The Pantaloon, accompanied by the Polka, also belonging to this
port, proceeded in search of her, and although unsuccessful, (the
ship having being brought to Singapore by the survivors of the
officers and crew) the necessary close examination of the shore
enabled Captain Bonnyman to fill up the coast line from Kampot
to the South Point of Cambodia, so that we shall soon be able to
give a lithographed sketch of this part, which will complete the
entire western coast line of Cambodia.]

Kampor. Western Channel.—The channel to the eastward of
Koh Tron or Koh Dud has hitherto been most frequented by
ships resorting to Kampot, but it is not well suited for vessels of
a large class, as a spit, with only 3 fathoms water upon it in some
places, extends from the Twins in a northwesterly direction, nearly
the whole distance across the channel to the Koh Dud shore,
forming a sort of bar, with overfalls which are alarmin%l to
strangers. The Western channel, on the other hand, has depth of
water sufficient for the largest ship, but the navigable partis
contracted by a shoal or 1'e¢3fg which lines the coast to the westward
of the anchorage, and extends more than mid-channel across
towards the Koh Dud shore. This shoal reaches as far as the
islands which lie in the entrance of the channel, and it must be
approached with caution, for near the edge of the bank the
water shoals suddenly from 5 to 2 fathoms. The lead is the best
guide. A reef, visible at low water, also extends 1} miles from
Rocky Point, the north extreme of Koh Dud. The north end of
Temple Island on with a small cone-shaped hill or island between
Peaked Island and the Kep Mountain, leads clear of this reef, with
‘no ground at 15 fathoms. With the south end of Peaked Island in
transit bearing with the come-shaped hill, the soundings are §
fathoms, close to the end of the reef. When bound out by the
western channel, a W. S. W. course after passing the reef of Rocky
Point leads up to the widest opening through the islands lying in
the entrance of the channel, which are visible from the Road of
Kampot. The north side of Koh Dud forms a deep bay, into

which a vessel may stand with safety should she have to work
through the channel. '

Mippre Istasp or Tian Moi, is the leading mark for the
mouth of the western channel. It is a tolerably large island, of
moderate elevation, with a few fishermen’s huts on the south side.
On the north-west side there is a small sandy bay, in which a
vessel can anchor in 4 fathoms about halfa mile off shore, and il
up her fresh water very expeditiously. The watering place is
indicated by a clearing in the forest, made by the crews of native
vessels which resort to the spot to procure fire-wood. A ship’s
long boat can lie close alongside the beach, and as the waterin
place is only a few paces gisstant, the casks can be filled wit
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reat convenience. There is a small round islet on the west side
of Middle Island which must be approached with caution, as a
spit projects from it about a mile to the S. W. The space be-
tween Middle Island and the extreme of the mainland is chiefly
occupied by an island of a larger size, called Ta Chi Chow.

The navigable channel lies to the south of Middle Island, be-
tween it and a cluster of islets and rocks called Kappan Moi,
which lies off the north-west point of Koh Dud. The soundings
in mid-channel are 23 fathoms, and the cluster of rocks which
bounds it to the south, appears to be steep-to.

There is a group of islands some distance out from the western
entrance, the principal of which is a peaked island called Tank-
walla, in Lat. 10° 19’ N., Long. 103° 11’ E. Some dangerous
reefs exist in their neighbourhood, but the channel between them
and Koh Dud is safe, with soundings in from 15 to 20 fathoms.

Rong Sam Len is an island about 30 miles in circumference
with several sandy bays on its outer side. The south pointis in
Lat. 10° 34’ N. Long. 103° 18’ E.

Kor Rora is about 12 miles long, and like the former is
moderately elevated, and covered with trecs. There are two bays
on the west coast in which we saw some white cliffs. The point
of land which separates them is in Lat. 10° 44’ N. Long. 108°
10’ E. Both islands are uninhabited.

These islands front a deep bay called Ka Pong Som, at the
head of which is a river of considerable size. As the town of
Ka Pong Som, which is under the Cambodian government, was
said to be two days journey up the river, we did not visit it. The
trade is represented as inconsiderable. Samit, the western ex-
treme of the bay, is in about Lat. 11° 4’ Long. 108° 07. It was
passed during the night. The island Koh Samit lies close to the
westward of the point.

Oxisoo or Kusrovie Rock, a round islet about 85 feet high
and bare of vegetation, lies to the westward of Koh Samit, distant
about 20 miles. It appears to be steep to except on the 8. E.
side, from which a small reef projects. We made it in Lat. 110
7 N. Long. 102° 48’ E. from its bearing and distance from the
position of the ship at noon, the distance being estimated from
the height at which the surf line was visible, As we were be-
calmed in this position until night, we had no opportunity of
settling the point by cross bearings. This rock is in a transit
with Koh Koot, bearing N. 220 W. (true.)

Kon Kova, a large high island covered with trees, lies near
the coast (o the north-west of Okisoo. It is inhabited by a few
gamboge collectors and fishermen. The highest and southern-
most of two quoin-shaped hills, which forms a peak, is in Lat. 11°
24’ N. Long. 103° 2" E. The north extreme of the island must
not be approached ioo closely, as a shoal extends from it parallel
with the coast of the mainland, and is continued to the northward
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beyond the mouths of the Koh Kong river. There are three
éntrances to this river, but the northern-most is the principal. Tt
may be distinguished by a round hill near the sea which makes
like an island when seen from the offing,-and also by the trees on
the north bank being much higher than those on other parts of
the coast. When standing in for the bar the soundings decrease
very regularly. We took up our anchorage in 3 fathoms about
4 miles off shore, in Lat. 110 32’ N. Long 102° 56’ E. from
which the following bearings were set :— .

Koh Kong Peak.veovoeecisoaess S. 350 E.

Peak of Koh Kootieeoeassasas.. N. 8OO W,

Mouth of the River.e.eseceessss N E. by E. } E.

These bearings put a ship close to the bank which has already
been alluded to as extending from Kok Kong along the coast to
the north.

" There is no town here, the inhabitants being scattered in vil-
lages erected along the banks of the river. The principal trader,
who is also chief of the place (for there is no regular governor)
resides at a village about four hours’ pull up the north branch.
There is very little trade, the only article exported in considera-
ble quantity being gamboge, which is sent to Bangkok for sale.
It can only be purchased on the spot with Siamese #ikals, the
people refusing to take goods in barter. The inhabitants appear
to be in a state of great poverty, and to be but little advanced in
civilization. The place is under the rule of Siam.

From the Kong river the coast extends about N. N. W., and
begins to change its aspect, rising into long ridges of table land
and numerous peaked hills, over which are seen a distant range of
very lofty mountains. The general direction of the ranges
appears to be from N. N. W. t0o 8. 8. E.  There is said to be no
settlement on the coast between Kong river and Tung Yai. ' A
chain of islands extends parallel with this part of the coast, the
southernmost of which is

Kou Koor, a high and level island, well-wooded, and without
?ermanent inhabitants. A conical hill near the south-west ex-

reme of the island, the height of which by trigonometrical
measurement is about 1,014 feet, is in Lat. 11° 86’ N. Long.
1020 84’ E. The soundings between the island and the main are

regular, in from 12 to 14 fathoms, decreasing gradually towards -

the coast.

Kor Crang, which terminates this group to the north, (the
intermediate islands being small and presenting nothing worthy
of notice) consists of a mass of peaked hills separated by preci-
pitous ravines. A table hill near the middle of the island, up-
wards of 2,000 feet high, is in Lat. 12° 1§’ N Long. 1020 23’ E.
On the north-east part of the island are some huts, where a"sort of
Coast-Guard is stationed. o

- Tuna Yar Point, the extreme of the land which forms the

e P
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western boundary of the entrance to the Tung Yai river, has the
appearance of a low woody island when first seen from the south-
ward. It is in Lat. 1202’ N. Long. 102° 39’ E, The channel
into the river is said to be close round the point, and along the
land to the north. We did not visit it, as the trade is inconsider-
able, and the rice and pepper which are the chief exports, are
carried to Chentabon.

The channel between Koh Chang and the main land is much
contracted by an extensive bank which stretches from the main
land half way across the strait, with rocks above water on some
parts, and a dangerous ledge only visible at low water spring
tides on its south-west side. While beating through this channel
to the N. W. against a strong hsad-wind, with a considerable sea
running, we saw no appearance of brea: ers, but a native boatman
who was my informant assured me of its existence, although he
could not point out its exact position. He described it as being
about the length of a ship. To avoid this ledge, it is prudent to
tack wheh the water shoals to 4 fathoms while standing off from
the rocky islets which front the east side of Koh Chang. These
islet are safe to approach, as the soundings are 4} to 5 fathoms
pretty close to, but the passage between the islets and Koh Chang
should not be attempted. Junk-Rock Point, at the north-western
entrance of the Strait, is in Lat. 120 10’ N. There is a rock 3 or
4 feet above water off the point, to the south of which lies the
fairway, with soundings in 6 fathoms. The southernmost of the
cluster of islets close to the westward of the point has a reef
projecting from it to seaward. When rounding the point a shi
should be prepared to encounter sudden gusts of wind whic
sometimes blow with great violence for a time. From Junk-Rock
Point the land trends N. by W. and N. N. W. to

CHENTABON RIVER, which may be known by a white cliff
on the point which forms the western side of the river’s mouth.
This cliff is a goed land-mark. It is composed of an indurated
clay, which has become white, and assumes the appearance of
chalk. As the water shoals gradually towards the shore, a ship
may anchor to the southward of the cliff in any depth that is
deemed necessary. The following bearings were taken from the
anchorage a mile to the south of the cli%gin 34 fathoms at low
water: .

Haycock Island.... W. by N. distant 1} mile.
Bar Island........ N. E. by E. 1

Chentabon Hill.... N. 570 E,
Koh Chang (centre) 8. 87° E.

Vessels of light draught can enter the river by the channel be-
tween Bar Island and Vghite Cliff Point, but as it is very narrow,
it would be mecessary to warp in with 2 head wind. The inner
anchorage is near the fort, in 8 or 4 fathoms. Bar Island hasa
remarkable rock on its eastern side, standing detached.

29 »
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There are two forts near the mouth of the river, one on a rising
ground inside White CIliff Point, and the other on a sandy point
on the east bank. The latter has embrazures for forty or fifty
guns, but only 10 of large calibre and 4 smaller guns are mounted
on the sea face. The wall on the opposite side, which abuts
on the river, is giving way, probably from the nature of the
foundation. The fort is in Lat. 120 27”7 07 N. Long. 1020
&. The difference of longitude from Kampot given by the
Chronometers places it 4 further west, but the sudden change
of temperature had so altered the rates of both watches, that
comparatively little dependence could be placed on their results.
I have thercfore adopted the longitude given above from the
bearing and distance of points whose position we had previously
ascertained. High water at the fort took place at noon on the day
of the new moon, and on the twe following days it oceurred about
the same time. Rise and fall 12 feet. The flood ran 9 hours,
and during the remaining 15 the ebb set out with great strength,

The town of Chentabon lies N. E. of the fort by rough bearing,
distant 9 or 10 miles, but the windings of the river nearly double
the distance. It consists of a large number of houses, mostly of
bambu and atap, erected on the right bank of the river. The
Governor, who at the time of our visit was superintending the
construction of a fort below the town, received us well, and made
no objection te our visiting Chentabon, but at the same time gave
us to understand that Bangkok was the only port open to trade.
Our stay was therefore short, and our passages up and down the
river having both occurred during the night, I can afford little
information concerning the country. The banks of the river are
low, and in the neighbourhood of Chentabon the land is well
cultivated. Further inland the country is undulating, with some
hills of considerable height. The inhabitants seemed active and
industrious, and at the time of our visit were busily employ-
ed in getiing in the harvest. They shewed us much civility and
hospitality, and I regret that we had not occasion to spend more
time among them.

The produce of the surrounding country is sent to Bangkok,
cash advances being made by merchants there to enable the
producers to cultivate the ground. Rice was cheap, but not
abundant. The weather was exceedingly cool while the strong
north wind prevailed, the thermometer being as low as 65° at
sun-rise.

On the return voyage to Kampot we passed outside all the
islands. The outer line of soundings in the accompanying sketch
will ‘point out our track. We met with nothing worthy of atten-

tion that had not been observed during the previous passage along
the coast.
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Tur position of Pulo Ubi as given by Horsburgh appears to
be nearly correct. It is a high hilly island, the highest summit
appearing nearly in the middle when seen bearing East, with two
saddle-shaped hills to the Northward, and a quoin-shaped one to
the Southward.

Between this island and the main, there is a deep run of water
14 and 15 fathoms, shoaling gradually to 10 as the shore is
approached, but after this it grounds up rapidly to 3. (In round-
ing to, to anchor to the Southward of the point in 6 fathoms, the
Pantaloon swung into 8 fathoms.)

The tide runs through this strait with a velocity of 4 and 5
knots, but the rise and fall is very triflirg, even in the springs, and
seldom exceeds 4 feet. The banks to the Southward of this coast
seem to be gradually extending, as Captain Welsh, of the Polka,
who has twice adopted this channel in his passage to Kampot,
tells me that with Pulo Ubi bearing W. § S. and distant 10 or
12 miles, he had soundings of only 34 and 4 fathoms, and carried
these depths until close up to the island. Many ships pass through
without heaving the lead, (a precaution that should never be
neglected in these seas,) from seeing the deep water marked in
the charts.

Camao Point, or as it is called in Horsburgh’s charts Mui
Sha Kaoc, is in a transit with the highest part of Pulo Ubi bear-
ing 8. 300 E. (true). Itislow ang covered with trees, and has
several ranges of fishing stakes off it, beyond which shoal water
extends some distance. Several ships have grounded on this spit
by hauling up too soon afier rounding Pule Ubi, and to avoid it
it is necessary not to bring Pulo Ubi more to the Southward
than 8. E. by E. until round the point.

Camao river is in Lat. 82 38’ and Long. 105° 0’ by an estima-
ted distance. The soundings about 4 miles off are 5 fathoms,
and by the natives’ account there are 3 fathomsin the river’s mouth.
This I bad not an opportunity of verifying. - There seems
to be but little trade carried on here, and the boatmen stated
that all intercourse with European vessels was strictly prohibited
by their M andarins, and if such was known to have taken place
the punishment was death.

The coast above Camao river is uniformly low and level,
without any feature of interest, or any town of consequence until
Teksia is reached.

False Pulo Ubi, or Man Noi is a moderately sized island, with
two or three low hills on it covered with trees. It bears from
Pulo Ubi N. 80° E. (true) distant 11 leagues. S.20° E. from
False Ubi (by a transit bearing) is another low island distant
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about 5 miles, to the Southward of which are some rocks and
shoal water. The channel between these and the main land is
safe with 7 fathoms about mid channel.

There are no more islands in the offing, until Pulo Dammer
with its contiguous group of islets is approached. This island
was formerly placed too far to the Southward, but having now
passed it 10 or 12 times, T have had an opportunity of correcting
its position. The highest peak is in Lat. 9° 40’ N., Long. 1040 22’
reckoned from Singapore Flagstaff, according to Ross. The
name given by some of the natives to this island is ¢ Patchow,”
but the greatest difficulty is experienced in ascertaining the proper
names of the various places in this part, owing to the variety of
languages in use.

Having two boats engaged,—one from Cancao, the other from
Camao, we found that their crews could not agreein any way
about these names, and this perhaps accounts for many islands
being laid down that do not in reality exist. It might tend in
some measure to reconcile the differences arising from this cauge,
if a short list could be procured of the most common words in
use, such as island, rock, mountain, cape, &c. in the various
languages in use about these seas, as perhaps by the prefix or
termination we might be able to tell to which language the name
belonged, and thus form a judgement as to its being a new island,
or another name for an old one.

The channel between Pulo Dammer and the Brothers leading
to Kampat is safe to beat through, but the South end of Dammer
should not be approached within 5 or 6 miles, as a spit steep-
to projects from it.

To the N. E. of Pulo Dammer is a large high island with two
summits, the southernmost a flat table hill, and the northernmost
peaked. On the south and east sides these hills descend steep to
the beach, they are covered with trees, and theisland appears to be
uninhabited. The north peak is in Lat. 12° 48’ Long. 104° 40’.
The name of the island is Tamassou. Between it and the main
the soundings are 4 and & fathoms, and this is the channel general-
ly adopted by Junks proceeding to Teksia and Cancao.

Teksia is a place of considerable trade, the river being large
and running through a fine rice country, near the mouth is a high
island called Tekson in Lat. 90 58’ Long. 104° 51’. On round-
ing this island we came suddenly upon a fleet of upwards of 40
Junks at anchor, and as it is said to be a noted place for pirates,
we took the precaution to arm the boats well before visiting them.
They proved, however, to be trading Junks from various parts of
China, and one or two were from Singapore. They were load-
ing rice, which was geunerally procured by barter.

From this anchorage the hills about Cuncao are seen, the land
runuing in a bay to the N-W. As however we lost all traces of
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the object of our search at this port, we did not proceed to Cancao,
but returned to Kampot by the channel between Tamassou and
Texere or Hinghae, the soundings in which were generally 4
sothoms. A vessel belonging to Singapore arrived at Kampst
during our stay, which had called at Cancao for water, but was
peremptorily ordered away without being allowed to land. I
conld however learn nothing of the route she had taken.

Cancao is a place of considerable traffic, not only owing to its
own produce, but from the canal which leads from it across the
country, and by which many boats and small Junks proceed to
Saigon. A determined opposition however is made to any ex-
ports being made by it from the interior of Cambodia, and I
believe on one or two occasions boats have been sent back after
coming the whole way from Oodong. The consequence is that
much valuable produce is lost for want of the means of transport.

@. D. Bonnyman.





