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CAMBODIA IN 1831.

I, Notices of the Port ofKampot, with Directionsfor the Eastern Chan-
nel. By Captain G. D. Bonnyman.

II. Narrative of an Overland Journeyfrom Kampot to the Boyal Besi-
dcnce. By L. V. Helms, Esq.

[In the early part of February last, the brig “Pantaloon” was
dispatched on a trading voyage to Kampot by a mercantile firm

here, the Messre Almeida and Sons, and returned with a cargo of
Cambodian produce in the month of J une. During the stay of

the “Pantaloon” at Kampot, Captain Bonnyman made a plan of
the anchorage and the Eastern Channel on a large scale, from
which the map which accompanies these notices has been reduced,
and which beais upon the face of it evidence of having been
constructed with great care and accui-acy. In the mean time, Mr
Helms, the supei cago, visited the Royal Residence, accompanied
by Mr Monteiro, (the envoy of the king of Cambodia, who furnish-

ed the principal materials from which the map in the May number
of this journal was compiled,) who returned to Kampot in the

“Pantaloon”. Mr Helms drew up a lively narrative of his

overland journey, which appeared in the Singapore Free Press of
the 20th June, and which is republished here as a useful supple-

ment to Captain Bonnyman’s hydrographical notices.)

I. NOTICES OF THE PORT OF KAMPOT &C.

Ships bound to Kampot from Singapore during the north-east

monsoon, should endeavour to make Pulo Ubi, near the South

Point of Cambodia, as it is a useful guide for vessels proceeding

along the coast to the north, and enables them to avoid a shoal

said to exist some distance to the westward, the position of which

is uncertain. After passing False Pulo Ubi, steer to the north-

ward to make Pulo Dammer, a high island 12 miles in length

north and south, and about 5 miles in breadth, with two small

islands near the south extreme, and a single rocky islet off the north

end. Uammcr Peak, in the southern part of the island, may be

seen from a distance of nearly 50 miles in clear weather. It is in

Lat. 9“ 25’ N. Long. 104® 36’ E. according to a series of mea-

surements carried from the anchorage at Kampot.
To the northwest of Pulo Dammer, distant about 35 miles, lies

the large island Koh Dud, called also Koh Tron, which is no doubt

identical with Hon-co-Thron of Horsburgh’s chart. This island

is of triangular form—with the apex to the southward and extends

north and south upwards of 30 miles. The channel between Pulo

Dammer and Koh Dud is the one generally used by ships bound

to and from Kampot. It is divided into two distinct channels by

a group of islands called the Brothers, the northernmost of which,

(a peaked island, moderately elevated and about a mile and a half





434 CAMBODIA IN 1851

that on shore the case was otherwise, ague and dysentry being
prevalent.

II, OVKBLAyD JOURNEY FROM EAMPOT TO THB ROYAL RESIDEMCB.

To the Editor of the Singapore Free Press.

Observing how willingly you have received for publication any
information regarding Camboja, I beg to offer you some observa-
tions on that country made during a late visit to it. As it has
been so seldom visited by Europeans, it is very imperfectly known,
though it may well be considered an object deserving attention,

equally on account of its geographical position, its valuable pio-
ductions, and the friendly disposition of the inhabitants towards
Europeans. For these reasons 1 have thought it worth while to

contribute my share in drawing the attention of your readers
towards a place which may one day prove to be the key that shall

open an extensive held for European enterprise. In an article on
Camboja which appeared in your paper a few months ago, it was
stated how that country from its former magnitude and power,
had, pressed by its two powerful neighbours Siam and Cochin-
China, gradually sunk down to its present insignificant and de-
pendent state,—that of their former extensive sea-coast Kampot is

now the only harbour left the Cambojans for exportation of their

productions, a place whence Cambojan pioduoe never can be
exported to any extent, it being situated in the extreme west,
which is the thinnest populated and least cultivated part of the

country, with no means for inland navigation, the river upon
which it is built being navigable for small craft and for a short dis-

tance only, and its couise being northward and disappearing in the

mountains. Besides, a bar lying in the mouth of the river, makes
it difficult even for cargo boats to enter, and the whole distance

which cargo has to be carried to the shipping is about 9 or 10 miles.

The water being shallow no closer anchorage has as yet been
found for vessels drawing 10 feet and upwards. For these reasons

it will be seen that Kampot is entirely insufficient as an outlet for

Cambojan produce, while Cancao, Basak and other Cambojan
ports, commanding the large and navigable rivers which traverse

this country through its most fertile and populous parts, penetia*

ting into the very heart of Asia, are now in the hands of the Cochin
Chinese, who have thus got the trade of Camboja in their own
hands. The greater and more valuable part of this trade is cariied

on by way of Saigon and the jealousy of the Cochin-Chinese

permits access to this port to none but Chinese. Even on the

canal of Cancao, which only a few years ago belonged to Cam-
boja, the king of that country is not permitted to export any

goods. This Prince formerly resided at a place laid down on

most maps under the name of Camboja, at a point where 4

branches of the Camboja river unite, but when his palace was burnt

down by the Cochin-Chinese a few years ago, he retired about

10 mile* more to the westward to a place called Udong, his pre-
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sent residence, and situated about 200 miles in a northerlj

direction from Kampot.
Having on my arrival at Kampot made Inovvn to the Governor

of that place my desire to visit Udong for trading purposes,

he placed a number of carts and 2 elephants at the disposal

of me and my travelling companions, amongst whom was

a Mr Monteiro, formerly mentioned in your paper as having

visited Sinsrapore on a mission from the King, and who was now
returning from this mission in our company. Our small caravan

left Kampot on the 3rd March, travelling in a north-easterly

direction in good cheer, but not with great speed, making only

about 20 miles in 24 horn's. The features of the counti-y we
tra versed were altogether level, consisting of large plains overgrown

with forest, in which the teak, gum dammar, wild mango, and

different kinds of palm trees frequently occurred. It being the

dry season water was very scarce, and that which was to be found

of a bad description. There being no rivers or lakes, travellers

and the few inhabit-ants who live scattered in these forests, depend

for water on the small ponds which receive their supply during

the rainy season but often dry up during the summer. The ajj-

pearance of the country in general indicates a rich soil, and
although this was the dry season, plants and trees looked healthy

and fresh. Though human h^itations were seldom seen yet the

country had a cheerful appearance, the underwood in most cases

being burnt away, leaving the eye at liberty to penetrate far under
its deep green foliage, and herds of deer and wild buffaloes

being often seen grazing on the rich plains, A roof was seldom
seen on our load, and we consequently spent our nights in the

open forest, fortifying ourselves the best way we could, and by
keeping up a brisk fire round our camp, we secured ourselves

against any unwished for visitants. It cannot be said that we
encountered any adventures of a serious or alarming kind, though
of course it was often stated when morning came that various

suspicious sounds, sundry paire of fierce eyes &c. &c. had been
heard and seen in our neighbourhood, and when ou one occasion
a buffalo i-an away, one of the party had certainly heard a howl
like that of a tiger, and the noise made by its bolting away
between the carb". On the fifth day we arrived at a small village

stated by Monteiro as being within the boundary of his govern-
ment, and where we had to get other conveyances. This however
was not an easy matter, only three were to be had, the people
assuring us that they had no more carts. Monteiro however
s 'erned to be better informed, and used a very effective method
for procuring carls. He ordered several of these men to be put
in the stocks, and we had presently the gratification to find that
they remembered where carts were to be got. Here too we were
informed that some elephants belonging to the King had passed
the previous day. His Majesty having been informed that we
were on our way to his place, bad sent them to meet us, and bring
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118 forward more speedily, but as they had taken a different road
they missed us.

On the tenth day we reached Udong in the evening ex-

ceedingly exhausted, having ti-avelled ten days successively

in carts, which by no means rolled on springs, but at every
trifling impediment to the wheels sent the unfortunate traveller

flying. Seeing these miserable carts one would think it impossible

that they could travel such a distance, but in their weakness
consists their strength

;
being patched and tied together they are

perfectly elastic and give way to anything opposed to them.
When they do break down—which happens about twice in twenty-

four hours, the driver far from being disti'essed by the accident,

coolly takes out a piece of cord or rattan, ties the wheel together

and away it goes again. Having arrived at Udong Mr Monteiro
offered us his house, where his hospitality soon gave relief to our
fatigued bodies. Next day a person from the King informed me
that he could net see us that day, it being a holiday, but would
do so on the succeeding one, in the building where he gives

audience, charging me at the same time to state in plain words
that the object of this visit was trade, adding that a report that an
English vessel had arrived at Kampot had i cached Siam and
Cochin-China, and that emissaries had arrived from these coun-

tries to enquire what might be its object. At tlie same time he

sent an interpreter conversant with the Malay and Canibojan

languages. Agreeable to this arrangement we were next day
brought to the house of the Prime Minister, who received us in a

very friendly manner, and after having offered us refreshments

put some questions regarding the object of our voyage and
enquired what presents had been brought for the Rajah. Being
satisfied on these points, he caused us to be conveyed to another

building, where he presently appeared himself together with a
number of other functionaries, amounting to more than thirty.

Their functions were such as those of chiefjudge, minister of war,

collector of customs, master of the king’s elephants, chief of the

Malays, &c. &c. People who have petitions to present or

complaints to make, bring them here where they are given to the

different persons to whose departments they relate. Everything

arranged and the time when the king gives audience being

arrived, these functionaries, dressed in red robes ornamented with

gold lace, took their way to the king’s palace asking ns to follow.

It may here be proper to say a w'ord or two about the appear-

ance of Udong and the king’s residence. It has indeed little in

its appearance which indicates it to be the residence of a prince

who formerly ranked amongst the most powerful rulers of the

east. It has an appearance of poverty and neglect, which, con-

sidering what Camboja has been, tell more plainly than words

can do what these people have suffered during the last 15 or 20

years of almost uninteirupted ruthless incursions from the Siamese

and Coohin-Chinese. Their houses or rather huts are almost
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Brithout exception built of bambu and attap. These poor people

have 80 often seen their homes consumed by the flames of the

enemies torch, that they have no longer any confidence to

erect permanent buildings. Even their cocoanut and other

fruit trees have been destroyed by their merciless enemies the

Cochin*Chinese. The population of Udong may amount to about

10,000 souls, principally Cambojans, with a few Siamese, Cochin-
Chinese and Chinese. In about the centre of the town is a
spacious square surrounded by a wall, with a gate on each side

defended by a kind of tower. Within this the king's palace is

situated, suiTOunded hy another wall, not however like the first one
calculated for defence. The buildings occupied by the king are

without any architectural ornaments or spires and principally

constructed of wood. We were introduced into a large square

building, the audience hall of the king, and in the upper end of
which, raised about IJ feet, was placed a gilt chair or throne.

The persons assembled laid themselves prostrate on the ground,
awaiting in this position the appearance of the King, which pre-

sently happened. He is a man of about 56 years of age, some-
thing below middle size, and rather stout, his face is strongly

marked by small pox, but with an expression of mildness and
benevolence in features and demeanour which seems to be his

natural disposition. He welcomed us with a friendly nod of the

head, and seemed to be much pleased to see us. He enquired
very particularly as to our names, country, length of voyage and
motives for coming there. Having conversed for some time, he
said that he had ordered a house to be prepared for our reception,

and then ordered the different reports and other communications to

be read. This was done, and after the perusal of each, the King
generally addressed some of the functionaries assembled, to ask
their opinion on the subject, and the proceedings were not seldom
interrupted by a roar of laughter, although, as I was told, some of
the reports received were not of the most pleasing kind, conveying
information

.
of the outbreak of an insurrection in the northern part

of the country.

We were twice invited to the Rajah’s private apartments,
which though they displayed nothing magnificent, but were on
the contrary rather ordinary looking, still had an air ofcomfort,
altogether so different from what appeared to be customary, and
seemed to shew an attempt to imitate European customs, that it

may deserve a word of description. This place was separated
from the Court of the Audience-hall by a wall, a door in which
led into a flower garden, evidently cultivated with much care, and
in which a flagstaff was placed, from whence was flying a flag

precisely similar to that of my own dear country, Denmark. In
the back ground of this garden was a long low wooden building,

the roof of which, on the side fronting the garden, rested on pillars

of wood. The whole building comprised only' one room, screened

ofiF in the middle by Chinese screens, on the walla were hung

15 Vol. 5
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several engravings and looking-glasses, but no arms of any
kind, and it contained several pieces of furniture, such as tables

and chairs. The latter however may have been procured for our
accommodation, as natives and Chinese are always required to lay

themselves prostrate in the King’s presence. From us however he
demanded no other obeisance than what would have been offered

to a person of high rank in any other country, but received us cor-

dially and frankly. He made minute enquiries about everything

relating to European manufactures and arts, &c. &c. and his ques-

tions proved him to be much more conversant with these subjects

than might have been mooted. He enquired with much interest

into the superiority of different branches of English and French in-

dustry, and other matters relating to these two nations. It was
evident that having acquired much of his information from French
Missionaries he now took this opportunity for comparing notes.

During the course of convei-sation he shewed how desirous he is

of having closer intercourse with Europeans. He expressed his

desire of seeing European vessels now as formerly come up the

river, explaining the advantage of this, but on my enquiry whe-
ther in such case he could give a pass which would be sufficient

protection against the Cochin-Cbinese, he said that a pass from him
would not be respected by the Cochin-Cbinese, and that an addi-

tional number of guns on board would be far better protection. I

had a short time afterwards an opportunity of seeing how entirely

he is at the mercy of the Cochin-Cbinese. He bad sold to me a

quantity of produce which he was to send to Kampot by way of
the Cancao canal, a distance which may be made in 10 or 12
days. The boats had already reached half that distance, when
the Cochin-Chinese, hearing that the goods in question were des-

tined for an English vessel, prohibited their further progress and
compelled the boats to return. This will perhaps better than

aught else shew the position in which the King of Camboja
at present is placed, and it is to be highly regretted that this

Prince, though still ruler of an extensive and productive country,

and desirous of forming fiiendly and commercial relations with
Europeans, should be prevented from doing so by jealous neigh-

bours, closing for him those rivei-s which are th%natural high-road

of his country and by right belong and have for centuries belong-

ed to him, and wliich are the only means by which the produce
of his country can be exported, unless it is to pass through the

hands of the Cochin-Chinese. We returned from our visit to the

King of Camboja grateful for the kindness and hospitality with

which he and his people had received us, the more so as it is a rare

occurrence that Princes in this part of Asia are friendly or even
civil towards Europeans. May he find a powerful friend who
may assist him to recover his just rights, and in so doing give him
the power of opening to European commerce a new and vast field.




