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Cambodia: One Inside Story 
By QIAI.L£5 MEYER 

On Aucust 10. 1969, Prince Sllla· 
nouk asked tho very reticent General 
LoP Nol to form a sovemment. This 
declllon by tho Cambodian cl>ltl of 
atalt wu surprilina. Indeed. for many 
yean, Silw1oul< bad done hls uumoll 
to malta Lon No a ac:arecrow for his 
opposltlon on tht left. 

I• naUiy, Slhtnoul< kJ>ew tile llml· 
tadonl of hi• new Prime Minister 
Wltom be dtslan•ed to the outrtae of 
Pddna and Hano. and therefore to the 
~lcome of WWinaton. 

Since the belltDinl of 1969. Prlnco 
S ilunouk had mtttJpUed. his attaclcs on 
!itno-Vtetnamese commwusm. present.­
ina It •• a new lnperlalb:m. This cam· 
palcn led to a re-establishment of 
relations with the Unlt.ed States. 

On Aua. 13, 1169, on the occatlon 
of l.be Investiture of tbe Lon Nol Gov• 
ern~n&nt.. the Oamber of Depvtlu 
n lltd lor tile l int tlmo 101M tabooed 
questions: extorlon, contraband, the 
Pnompenb ,ambl nc eulno, the ad· 
m lnlatnllon of natlonallzed buS!· 
M.JIH. and U.t u.oemployment ot 
youth. lbls indictment of the •t'TOI"a 
and abutes of '-'e realm• contained 
tho aerm of the tutu ... coup. 

Until Decemb<r. 19G9. tile Cam· 
bodlan chief of s tate lived In a sort of 
dre1m from whlth he only emerJed 
Dec. 26 to pnsldt before the National 
co....-, which ,. .xpected to brilla 
abol.at the down.r .. u of a aofti"DJJ)Mt 
that wu now almost openly bostUe. 
Afttt aome mlst..a.ps, he could only 
demonstn.te his Impotence. A week 
Jatet, h t took a Pant ror Franc:e with 
the conyjc.tJon thlt he would be a.sktd 
to arblt.Nte the c.cnl11ct be wu certain 
would arise bet-ween the NationAl As-

H~bll,~~. ~lh!':o~~ed to re· 
tum to Cambodlt, via Moscow and 
Pe1dn •• .,h•• he lnt..,.dod to dcmancl 
help In aettln& Ill• evacuation of Viet· 
cona and North "fJetnamese bun. 

Oa March 13. a f emouuation orp.n­
lzed by 1.be Govenment and the af'ft'\Y 
(at the request of Prlace Slbanouk, It 
Is sold) ended wlu the oacldna of tl>e 
VJetcooc and No1th Vietnam embas· 
sles. One dfque demanded the dis· 
missal of Sihanotk and another fa· 
vored a COftlprom se:. 

On tha 16th. theantJ.Sihanou.karoup 
d ecided to provoh a debate In tile 
Natfona1 Asse:rnbl} on the question of 
conrldenco In tile chief of state. Their 
p lan failed. On thr 18th Sihlnouk wu 
\.un~UtuUumlllly dhmiJ.SC<I, Tbe people 
or Pftompc.nh accepted the event with 
lndirference. 

Tho C.I .A. ,... widely aCCUJed of 
havln& fomented tho coup d'~lat 
against Prtnce srunouk. In ract, If 
there was lntervtttlon, Jt was limited 
to anu.ran«:s of Arlerican support anti 
the paeudc-rallyinc to Sihanoalc by 
the • tru Khmen"' of Tballancl some 

months e.-tier. It ls necesury, never· 
tbeless. t.c add 1.h.a1. u.s. • cents have 
become very active: wilh tht now au· 
thorlties. 

Would Prince Sfhanouk have been 
ablo to ccnaorw hla power? Pfobahjy 
lr on Manh 14 ht bod rtturned to the 
capital he would !lave tueeeeded In 
n.ltytnc H• 1upponers and avoldfDg 
the coup ll'~tat. His creat eJTOr wu 
to overt~t.lnate his charismatic power, 
of t.hln.kln,c: '7hey would never dare. 
and lr thoy dam. aU the peoplo would 
boon my alclo." 

How ··~ ,. .. ,. a.nd dwioa \he twe 
or three weeb: which f oDowed hh 
downfall, the C&mbodlan people pu: 
lhe.r backs up aplnat Sihanouk. And. 
t.ha: woukl have been t.be outcom• 
even without. the musac.ra. the de. 
Jtn.c:tion, the pUtaae and lnttrvenUon 
by lhe 1r00ps or tho SaJ&cu• rq~..,., 

Chcrlea Meyu II • ,.,..nch economll! 
who ••rved u a.rt advlatr to Pttnc• 
SihenoWt. and. /or o tlnw. to th• Loa 
Not Govvn.mettt. 

Answers by Sihanouk 
(Foor q uutCona wtro oubmiUed l>y col>lo to Prince Sih<rnoult of 

COmbtdlc In .PW•lnr: Firat. tho q-tlon of allOJG!lotv that thru ....,.. 
bora <1 hlo Gowrnmonr, Kltleu SGmpllon. Hw Him and How Yuon. now 
IUppotOdly In Cambodia, aro In faet dead; occond. ,.,_Iller ba propooed 
to jol• hil forca in tho f lold liltc Prinoo Soupluulouvonr of rho Palho< 
Lao: rhlrd. whe ther he m.Jeht prutnt U:e Cornbocfia.n question to the 
UnfttC Notlon.s; fou.rth, what hia plans were fn event hf• movement 
WCII M:UutuL His ontwera: foiiDw.J 

PERING-ln ruponso to your q-tlou. l have tho honor or &lvlna 
the ro lowfq &ns:Wt:tl to your ll"ht. l'ltMSpaper. 

Flrlt. JC.hleu Sampban, Hu Nim, and Hou Yuon uver were detalned. 
11tey rejolDed the Communist un4tflrowd .some years aao. Tb.ey are 
pruerlly Jlvtne well ln our country and are replarly correspondlnJ 
wl th ne, and with Penn Nout..'l. Prime L11nlster of the Royal Govern­
ment. Seven vlce-mlnlaten. now In Cl.n\bocUa, have Just beeD umed 
by Petn Noutb on tho odVIce or the th- rupposedly deod ministers. 

1'beMI three mlnllters •peak rrom tfma to time oa the ndlo or nJNlC 
[the Shanouk moYitll'lent.). Tbose. who ue married have their wtvu 
with l)em ill the llbented zoae. 

See<nd, the Laotian Prince Souphanouvong baa lnJtalled hb copital 
near O'lfna and North VIetnam. In order ror me to return to Ca.mbodJe. 
1 woWS have 'tO tnve1 throu:h Laos 11d Vfe:tnam. My Laotian &Del 
Vletlumeoe f riocb do not dan assumo tho ._slbllltY of .....,a­
Inc tht trlp lor me alvu tho lntenM U.S. bomblnc and oWl COG!uaecl 
mUiwy oltuatlon In cer1&ln z:onea of La01, and of Vletnom ~ 
on the rrootiers of Cl.mbodiL 

On the other band, the hiJh comman!er of tho Popular Cunboclla 
Army ll•• ~ed n \e to eXa.n..bo Jl'ii.Ucut..e tor a rew more montb.J beror. 
envlslllllnl lllT returD to cambodia. 

TblrJ, the U.S. illtervtntloo ill C&lnbolla to aid tho fasc!Jt ropne 
of Loo Nol Ia Wljusttrlable ln>m the COidlodlan point of vt .... Neltb.r 
the !Meptnd.ence, 110r the neutrallty, n>r tbe pace ot my country 
wue btlnc threoW>Od by the Vlotnamne Commll!lba to jusUtythecoup 
d'~tat of Lon No!. VJce Prealdent A,Jnew, In the course or hll recut trtp 
in Sou:.heut Asia. conreued that hb Government must do everytblna 
to help tile realm• of L<>n Nol to JUtVivo, this ill tho lnt .... st of tbo 
war that tho U.s.A. uuku on the Sootll Vlttname... ~o. 

Tbat moano lhat 70\lf GOYenllMOt turos up their DO- • t the lilt«· 
.... arc! the lives or ll>o JOunu [C&mbodbnl peoplt. cledmated by yollt 
bombJ and by a terrible war whlch wtu nop 1.1 .JOOtl u your Clcrftm.. 
ment. atops a1dtna tho Uleaal Govemmelt or Lon Nol. 

Four:h. atter t he liberation ot our cou11try, the present Government 
nr F1Jl"K owlll he WtaJ ied In th• caplul, Pnompnh.. In tllt. CO'f'cns• 
me.nt. u In the United National Front, there wilt bl Communbta. :aa.· 
tJonaliJt royallstt, non-Communist J>tOVOSdvtl, etc. 

1be policy of the GovtmtrWJt b. a.ad will be. one of tndepeedeace 
and nG'1·•11anme-nt. 

AI /tr me, 1 will tender my resJ&nltiOII ot the tuncdon1 ot Cldll of 
State b the peo~e who wlll chooae a new Chief or State , aad. l will 
retire o France4 Warm and cordlel thoqhta. 

NORODOM S!ILUIOUJ:. 
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Cambodia: One Inside Story 
By CHARLES MEYER 

On August 10, 1969, Prince Siha· 
nouk asked the very reticent General 
Lon Nol to form a government. This 
decision by the Cambodian chief of 
state was surprising. Indeed, for many 
years, Sihanouk had done his utmost 
to make Lon Nol a scarecrow for his 
opposition on the left. 

In reality, Sihanouk knew the limi· 
tations of his new Prime Minister 
whom he designated to the outrage of 
Peking and Hanoi ancl therefore to the 
welcome of Washington. 

Since the beginning of 1969, Prince 
Sihanouk had multiplied his attacks on 
Sino-Vietnamese Communism, present­
ing it as a new imperialism. This cam­
paign led to a re .. establishment of 
relations with the United States. 

On Aug. 13, 1969, on the occasion 
of the investiture of the Lon Nol Gov­
ernment, the Chamber of Deputies 
raised for the first time some tabooed 
questions: extortion, contraband, the 
Pnompenh gambling casino, the ad­
ministration of nationalized busi­
nesses, and the unemployment of 
youth. This indictment of the errors 
and abuses of the regime contained 
the germ of the future coup. 

Until December, 1969, the Cam­
bodian chief of state lived In a sort of 
dream from which he only emerged 
Dec. 26 to preside before the National 
Congress, which he expected to bring 
about the downfall of a government 
that was now almost openly hostile. 
After some mishaps, he could only 
demonstrate his impotence. A week 
later, be took a plane for France with 
the conviction that he would be asked 
to arbitrate the conflict he was certain 
would arise between the National As­
sembly and the Government. 

In March, Sihanouk decided to re­
turn to Cambodia, via Moscow and 
Peking, where he intended to demand 
help in getting the evacuation of Viet· 
cong and North Vietnamese bases. 

On March 13, a demonstration organ­
ized by the Government and the anny 
(at the request of Prince Sihanouk, it 
is said) ended with the sacking of the 
Vietcong and North Vietnam embas­
sies. One clique demanded the dis­
missal of Sihanouk and another fa­
vored a compromise. 

On the 16th, the anti-Sihanouk group 
decided to provoke a debate in the 
National Assembly on the question of 
confidence in the chief of state. Their 
plan failed. On the 18th Sihanouk was 
constitutionally dismissed. The people 
of Pnompenh accepted the event with 
indifference. 

The C.I.A. was widely accused of 
having fomented the coup· d'etat 
against Prince Sihanouk. In fact, if 
there was intervention, it was limited 
to assurances of American support and 
the pseudo-rallying to Sihanouk by 
the "free Khmers!• of Thailand some 

months earlier. It is necessary, never­
theless, to add that U.S. agents have 
become very active with the new au­
thorities. 

Would Prince Sihanouk have been 
able to conserve his power? Probably 
if on March 14 he had returned to the 
capital he would have succeeded in 
rallying his supporters and avoiding 
the coup d'etat. His great error was 
to overestimate his charismatic power, 
of thinking: "They would never dare, 
and if they dar:ed, all the people would 
be on my side." 

Now ''they" dare and during the two 
or three weeks which followed his 
downfall, the Cambodian people put 
their backs up against Sihanouk. And 
that would have been the outcome 
even without the massacres. the de­
struction, the pillage and intervention 
by the troops of the Saigon regime. 

Charles Meyer fs a French economist 
who served as an adviser to Prince 
Sihanouk and, for a time. to the Lon 
Nol Government. 



Published: November 20, 1970
Copyright © The New York Times

Answers by Sihanouk 
(Four questions were submitted by cable to Prince Sihanouk of 

Cambodia in Peking: First, the question of allegations that three mem­
bers of his Government. Khieu Samphan, Hu Nim and Hou Yuan. now . 
supposedly in Cambodie4 are in fact dead; second, whether he proposed 
to join his forces in the field like Prince Souphanouvong of the Pathet 
Lao; third, whether he might present the Cambodian question to the 
United Nations; fourth. what his plans were in event his movement 
was successful. His answers follow.) 

PEKING-In response to your questions, I have the honor of giving 
the following answers to your great newspaper: 

First, Khieu Samphan, Hu Nim, and Hou Yuon never were detained. 
They rejoined the Communist underground some years ago. They are 
presently living well in our country and are regularly corresponding 
with me, and with Penn Nouth, Prime Minister of the Royal Govern­
ment. Seven vice-ministers, now in cambodia, have just been named 
by Penn Nouth on the advice of the three supposedly dead ministers. 

These three ministers speak from time to time on the radio of FUNK 
[the Sihanouk movement]. Those who are married have the-..ir wives 
with them in the liberated zone. 

Second, the Laotian Prince Souphanouvong has installed his capital 
near China and North Vietnam. In order for me to return to Cambodia. 
I would have to travel through Laos and Vietnam. My Laotian and 
Vietnamese friends do not dare assum~ the responsibility of organiz­
ing the trip for me given the intense U.S. bombing and still confused 
military situation in certain zones of Laos, and of Vietnam touching 
on the frontiers of Cambodia. 

On the other hand, the high commander of the Popular Cambodia 
Army has asked me to exercise patience for a few more months before 
envisioning my return to Cambodia. 

Third, the U.S. intervention in Cambodia to aid the fascist regime 
of Lon Nol is unjustifiable from the cambodian point of view. Neither 
the independence, nor the neutrality, nor the peace of my country 
were being threatened by the Vietnamese Communists to justify the coup 
d'~tat of Lon Nol. Vice President Agnew, in the course of his recent trip 
in Southeast Asia, confessed that his Government must do everything 
to help the regime of Lon Nol to survive, this in the interest of the 
war that the U.S.A. makes on the South Vietnamese people. 

That means that your Government turns up their noses at the Inter­
ests and the lives of the Khmer [Cambodian] people, decimated by your 
bombs and by a terrible war which will stop as soon as your Govern­
ment stops aiding the ille.gal Government ot Lon Nol. 

Fourth, after the liberation of our country, the present Government 
of FUNK will be installed in the capital, Pnompenh. In this Govern­
ment, as in the United National Front, there will be Communist!, na­
tionalist royalists, non-Communist progressives, etc. 

The policy of the Government is, and will be, one of mdependence 
and non-alignment. 

As for -me, I will tender my resignation of the function• of Oh!ef of 
State to the people who will choose a new Chief of State, and I will 
retire to France. Warm and cordial thoughtl, 

NORODOM SIHANOUlt. 




